Date 7-17-65 TITLE THE CHURCE COUNCIL ON POVERTY

Al P

™

Scripture

Acts 11:19-30
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Introduction- WHAT A CHRISTIAN SEOULD OR SHOULD NOT DO IS PRETTY WELL COVERED IN THE BIBLE
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11.~ THE METHOD OF RATSING THE MONEY IN THE EARLY CHURCH
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117.. THE MBSSENGERS TRUSTED WITE THE MONEY FOR TiE CiURCEX

C.

A, "THEN THE DISCIPLES* EVERY MAN"- (29)  In cooperation -prayer is answered, results obtained.

B,

1 Bvery problem faced by man today is covered in God's word- and the way that works iz shown

2.overmments today legislate the morality of Chairity, but refuse to act against the m.ﬂﬂr"“

3.the early church faced a hostile government that murde .?rf; 3

its le

wnilé the church starved,- so let®s lock at how the church faced
I.- THE PROPHECY OF AGABUS (icts 11:27-28) A need shown before it exists.
— Lpp Yoo od Wend -
A, A VARNING OF A GREAT DEARTH THROUGEOUT ALL THE WORLD (inhabited land)
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1Agabas is named twice~ here and in Acts 21:10- otherwise he is an unkn

2, We need men who are willing to traim and labor for oneor two "grand

3, He spoke by the Spirit of God- not his message, but God's message- "Thus sagth
B, THE DEARTE WAS ‘WORLD WIDE* THE CONCERN WAS JUST FOR JERUSALEM* WHY ? %.H

1, The Church =t Antioc was in better shcape than the one in Jerusalenm-
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2, The Church at Jesusalem had tried Commnism, and was in very poor c-;:apefl:. church can t do 1€}

3, On top of a general famine the c.urch was faced with persecutior
THE FAMINE ACTUALLY CAME - (The date was from 44-46 AD)  /resu w« in our recention of ,the

1, ThEs was the time that Claudius Ceasar had finished the e

2, The Queen Helena visited Jeruszlem, and brought food from Eghpt, Cypres,
, But the public welfare program did not help the church- they were

so God had to raise up his own relief for them, ~—
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3, These people believed the orophecy of Agabus, as Pharoah+did Joseph in Cenesis

2,God had blessed them with real spiritual blessings- cf. v.23- 1

vith purpose of }

3, They all joined tokether- What stops us today is that always one holds back!

2. Dctem:red- deter-inatvion shows gtrur"t“, not er

3.).u help others is a sigh of the work of the siirit—- "Jes
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®ACCORDING TO HIS. A.BILITY DITERMINED '.PG SERD RELIEP" showa how the money was maed
i Vollunt: ‘:,"— B! h ol ;;i!J"'. the sp 1.;..... pergonall k} 505“ m“* W’”‘_‘
tion, but the use off rationality & will
.28 lis ability- No helding back- and no giving too mu ch— serfect balance - Useef
B. T0 THE BRETHREN WHICH DWELT IN JUDEA - The ge tiles sending to the Jerusalem churc
1, They owed thier salvation to thw the Gospel preaching fromGJerusalem- God says Commurics*t
2 When Jesus needed money to say taxés- he sent Beter to cetch a fish- These were fish!
others,and you"
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‘s WYHICH THEY DID"* #) v.30 - They did not delay the sending of the money

S0 a"te;; the Christisn arrives too late with too little- but these werenrompt.

2, They had been conditioned by a yeer's ministry of Barnsbus and Ssul- v, 26.

They were at a spiritual pesk- and they did something about

3, THE FUNDS WERE SENT TO THE ELDERS*

didn't

it~ @show mek don't tell me ho

[spiritusl you arcd T
The orgznigation of the church was honored.- This 'raf' not completely personal- but a el M:a:-\.afn
The church must have the )wotectlﬂn of & \Lgued officials and chamnels-
*Some might ssy- the church in Jerudalem f2iled once= Church

e. THE HANDS 01? BARNABAS AND SAUL - trusted to carry the large sume of mcney

Baxmdb s wes sent from the chureh in Jerusalem— v.27, 2rd v.24 describedg his fai Qw
a Paul, here called Szul wes so led of fhe Lord that "‘e v““*c' ITI Cor 15 yeers later

"Mhien he sent Titus to collect the Mabundance”- of II Cor 8:20-21.- yet many Bepiists
3.

todey are unfzithful with thler funds, sq they msacct thier officers.
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Those ®ho go for Christ, and who give for Christ are almost
We have a few more vacations- then we have to get down
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ey Lets meke the DVBS & real time of service- but it t=
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to work
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Concl.. THE PHYSICAL NEEDS OF THE “CHURCE AT JERU;JJ.LEM WERE MET BE.CAUSE IT SENT OUT MISSIONARIES
:We heve physical needs, that they will not be met ess we get busy in soulwinning!
Our financial g'ving is a thermémeter of our spiritual eondition - how do yom Trate?
you, will youd
B, ] s DS

the same- do

gkes rezl dedication!

to fesd them.
perzecuted and

not anarchy.
Fzil- indifdusls did.
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